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SUBJECT: ACTING PRESIDENT JATTI'S ADDRESS TO OPENING OF 
PARLIAMENT 

1 . SUMMARY : IN A BRIEF ADDRESS TO THE JOINT HOUSES 

OF PARLIAMENT THE MORNING OF MARCH 28, ACTING PRESIDENT 
JATTI ECHOED THE PRINCIPAL THEMES OF THE JANATA 
PARTY MANIFESTO: HE PROMISED THAT THE NEW GOVERNMENT 
WOULD RESTORE PERSONAL AND POLITICAL LIBERTIES, IMPLEMENT A 
VOLUNTARY FAMILY PLANNING PROGRAM, AND REVIVE THE AGRICULTURAL 
ECONOMY. ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS HE REITERATED JANATA'S 
COMMITMENT TO "GENUINE NON ALIGNMENT" AND SAID HE WAS 
AD THAT INDIA WOULD HOST THE NAAC MEETING IN APRIL. 

END SUMMARY. 
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2. MR. JATTI SAID THAT THE GENERAL ELECTION HAD 
"EFFECTIVELY AND DECISIVELY DEMONSTRATED THE POWER 
OF THE PEOPLE, THE VITALITY OF THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS 
IN INDIA AND THE DEEP ROOT IT HAS TAKEN.” IN LANGUAGE 
REDOLENT OF CAMPAIGN ACCUSATIONS AGAINST MRS. GANDHI'S 
GOVERNMENT, THE ACTING PRESIDENT SAID THAT THE PEOPLE HAD 
GIVEN A CLEAR VERDICT IN FAVOR OF INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM, 
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DEMOCRACY AND THE RULE OF LAW AND "AGAINST EXECUTIVE 
ARBITRARINESS, THE EMERGENCE OF A PERSONALITY CULT AND 
EXTRA-CONSTITUTIONAL CENTERS OF POWER." HE PROMISED THAT 
THE NEW GOVERNMENT WOULD NOT "TAKE THE PEOPLE FOR GRANTED 
OR ASSUME THAT THEY KNOW NOTHING AND THAT THE GOVERNMENT 
ALONE KNOWS ALL THE ANSWERS AND SOLUTIONS." THE NEED FOR 
SUCH AN ATTITUDE, HE EXPLAINED, HAS BEEN BROUGHT HOME 
BY THE EXPERIENCE OF THE PAST TWO YEARS DURING WHICH 
"MANY ATROCITIES WERE COMMITTED ON THE PEOPLE AND THEY 
HAD TO UNDERGO UNTOLD SUFFERINGS AND SOME HAVE EVEN DIED." 

3. JATTI SAID THE MOST URGENT TASK WAS TO REMOVE THE 
REMAINING CURBS ON THE FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS AND CIVIL 
RIGHTS AND TO RESTORE THE RULE OF LAW AND 
THE RIGHTS OF A FREE PRESS. TOWARD THIS END HE 
SAID THAT THE GOVERNMENT WOULD— 

- REVIEW THE MAINTENANCE OF INTERNAL SECURITY ACT (MISA) 
WITHWITH A VIEW TOWARD REPEALING IT, AND WOULD EXAMINE EXISTING 
LAWS TO STRENGTHEN THE ABILITY TO DEAL WITH ECONOMIC 
OFFENCES AND SECURITY WITHOUT DENYING THE RIGHT OF 
JUDICIAL APPEAL. 

INTRODUCE LEGISLATION TO ENSURE THAT NO POLITICAL 
OR SOCIAL QIZATION IS BANNED "EXCEPT ON ADEQUATE 
GROUNDS AND AFTER INDEPENDENT JUDICIAL ENQUIRY." 

—REPEAL THE PREVENTION OF PUBLICATION OF OBJECTIONAL 
MATTERS ACT AND RESTORE TO THE PRESS IMMUNITY IN 
REPORTING LEGISLATIVE PROCEEDINGS. 
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- REPEAL THE AMENDMENT TO THE ELECTORAL ACT WHICH PUT 
CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS BEYOND THE SCRUTINY OF THE COURTS. 

THE GOVERNMENT, THE ACTING PRESIDENT SAID, WOULD 
ALSO MOVE TO AMEND THE CONSTITUTION TO RESTORE THE 
BALANCE BETWEEN THE PEOPLE AND PARLIAMENT AND BETWEEN 
THE VARIOUS COMPONENTS OF THE NATIONAL AND STATE 
GOVERNMENTS: IT WOULD ALSO BE AMENDED TO PREVENT THE 
ABUSE OF THE POWER TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY. 

4. JATTI SAID THAT "NOTHING HAS AROUSED PUBLIC 

ANGER AND RESENTMENT SO MUCH AS THE MANNER" IN WHICH 

THE FAMILY PLANNING PROGRAM HAS BEEN IMPLEMENTED 

IN PARTS OF THE COUNTRY. SUCH IMPLMENTATION WAS 

A "MAJOR SET-BACK" TO THE PROGRAM WHICH IS "VITAL FOR 

THE WELFARE OF THE NATION." JATTI PROMISED THAT FAMILY 

PLANNING WOULD BE PURSUED VIGOROUSLY AS A "WHOLLY 

VOLUNTARY PROGRAM AND AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF A COMPREHENSIVE 

POLICY" COVERING EDUCATION. HEALTH, MATERNAL AND CHILD 

CARE. FAMILY WELFARE, WOMEN'S RIGHTS AND NUTRITION. 
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5. IN THE ECONOMIC SPHERE, JATTI SAID THE GOVERNMENT WAS 
PLEDGED TO "THE REMOVAL OF DESTITUTION WITHIN A DEFINITE 
TIME-FRAME OF TEN YEARS." MR. JATTI SAID THAT THE 
"RELATIVE NEGLECT OF THE RURAL SECTOR" HAD LED TO DANGEROUS 
IMBALANCE IN THE ECONOMY RESULTING IN URBAN MIGRATION, 
UNFAIR AGRICULTRAL PRICES, AND INADEQUATE ALLOCATION 

OF RESOURCES TO THE RURAL SECTOR. THE GOVERNMENT HE SAID 
WOULD PURSUE AN "EMPLOYMENT-ORIENTED STRATEGY" WITH 
PRIORITY GIVEN INTEGRATED RURAL DEVELOPMENT, I.E. THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AGRO-INDUSTRIES, SMALL AND 
COTTAGE INDUSTRIES. 

6. IN HIS BRIEF COMMENT ON EXTERNAL RELATIONS, THE 
ACTING PRESIDENT SAID THE GOVERNMENT "WILL HONOR ALL 
THE COMMITMENTS MADE BY THE PREVIOUS GOVERNMENT." IT 
STANDS, HE SAID, FOR FRIENDSHIP WITH ALL OUR NEIGHBOURS AND 
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OTHER NATIONS OF THE WORLD ON THE BASIS OF EQUALITY AND 
RECIPROCITY AND WILL FOLLOW A PATH OF GENUINE NON-ALIGNMENT." 
JATTI SAID THAT HE WAS GLAD THAT HIS GOVERNMENT WAS 
HOSTING THE NACC MEETING IN APRIL. THE GOVERNMENT, 

HE SAID, WILL ALSO Z"GIVE VERY SPECIAL ATTENTION TO 
STRENGTHENING OF TIES AND ECONOMIC AND TECHNICAL 
CO-OPERATION WITH ALL DEVELOPING NATIONS. "SCHNEIDER 
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